Systematic Review/Meta Analysis
1. The rationale for conducting the Systematic review/meta analysis:

We sought to objectively assess the validity and reliability of PDX models as a platform for preclinical research in the four most common cancers: breast, prostate, colon and lung.

2. The contribution that the systematic review/meta analysis makes to knowledge in light of previously published related reports:

This is the first systematic review of PDX models to provide a comprehensive assessment of their validity by developing a structured tool (Collins & Lang, 2017) to assess quality based on empirical evidence. We identified three other systematic reviews of PDX models; one followed PRISMA guidance (Brown et al.,2016) and two did not follow PRISMA (Jin et al., 2010; Lopez-Barcons, 2010). None of the systematic reviews formally presented any quality assessment of the primary studies. Our review represents a major step forward following approved systematic review reporting guidelines (PRISMA); presenting a formal assessment (rather than subjective) of the validity/quality of the included studies. This work provides high quality evidence of the validity of PDX models, which are frequently used for translational studies and personalised medicine.  This evidence aids decision making in the selection of the best cancer models and identifies evidence gaps for future research. 

Searches were performed by the authors (SHL and ATC).  Manuscript p5, line 17

Any discrepancies between reviewers were resolved through consensus. Manuscript p6, lines 20-21. 
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