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Individual growth can be assessed by the development of growth models. This method is particularly suitable for indeterminate growth, which is the case for tortoises because they grow throughout their lifespan. Growth in adults, however, is asymptotical towards maximum size.   The von Bertalanffy model is the most commonly used growth model for explaining the individual growth of tortoises (Equation 1; Zivkov et al. 2007; Macale et al. 2009, Rodriguez-Caro et al., 2013).
Equation 1
	(1 - b)
	


where the dependent variable Y is carapace length at age t,  is asymptotic size, b is a parameter associated with the amount of growth remaining, and k is the growth rate (Fabens 1965). In Rodríguez-Caro et al. (2013), the parameters , b and k were estimated using nonlinear regressions between captures and recaptures. 
The growth rate k is a parameter that describes the process of growth from the birth of the individual to the present. To know the variability in k, we used the size of each individual Y and the estimated age by growth ring counting t (Rodríguez-Caro et al., 2015). We estimated k for each individual using Equation 2 and the previously estimated values of   (172 mm and 131 mm for females and males, respectively) and b (0.7843 and 0.7112 for females and males, respectively).
Equation 2
	
	



The distribution of growth rates ranged from 0.0019 to 0.4559, with a mean of 0.1095 (Fig S1.1). There were no differences in growth rates between landscapes with different habitat loss categories (Fig. S1.2.).
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Fig S1.1. Distribution of individual growth rates. Histogram with the values of k. 


Fig S1.2. Individual growth rates in landscapes. Box plot with the values of k according to the level of habitat loss. 
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