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Bumble Bee Watch - User Survey
The purpose of this survey is to help build an understanding of the application of citizen 
science in biodiversity conservation. As Bumble Bee Watch.org has generated a remarkable 
database of bumble bee records, researchers would like to know more about the website’s 
users. Learning about participants demographics, motives, and confidence with bumble bee 
identification is highly useful for researchers who wish to understand the possibly wide-ranging 
application of citizen science in the future.

* Required

Informed Consent to Participate in Research
Please read the informed consent form and indicate your consent below.  

1. 
By checking the box below you indicate that you have read the form, below, and
consent to participate in the BumbleBeeWatch.org survey conducted by York
University research team. *
Check all that apply.

 I consent.
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Biogeographic Region
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2. Please select the biogeographic region from which you primarily submit bumble
bee observations: *
Mark only one oval.

 Eastern Region - United States: East of the Mississippi | Canada: East of Ontario
(including Ontario)

 Western Region - United States: West of the Mississippi | Canada: West of Manitoba
(including Manitoba)

Bumble Bee Watch - User Information
These questions are designed to get a sense of how long you have been a user of the site, 
what your reasons are for participating in this project, how it has helped your bumble bee 
identification skills, and whether you have any prior experience with wildlife identification.  

3. 
How many years have you been a user of Bumble Bee Watch.org? *
Mark only one oval.

 Under 1 year

 1 year

 2 years

 3 years

 4 years

4. 
How often do you submit bumble bee observations to Bumble Bee Watch? *
Mark only one oval.

 Often

 Sometimes

 Rarely

 Only if it is a rare or uncommon species

5. 
How many photos have you submitted to Bumble Bee Watch?
Mark only one oval.

 Less than 10

 10 - 20

 More than 20

 More than 50
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6. Before using Bumble Bee Watch, were you aware of how many bumble bee
species there are in your region? *
Mark only one oval.

 Yes

 No

7. 
What is your level of confidence in bumble bee identification? *
Mark only one oval.

 Very confident

 Confident

 Somewhat confident

 Not confident

 Unsure

8. 
Do you think your ability to identify bumble bee species has improved as a result
of using Bumble Bee Watch? *
Mark only one oval.

 Yes

 No

 Maybe

 I don't know

9. 
What motivates you to submit your observations to Bumble Bee Watch? Please
check all that apply. *
Check all that apply.

 To contribute to scientific data collection

 I want to learn what species are on my property

 I want to learn how to identify the biodiversity in my region

 Participation in special events (e.g. Great Canadian Bumble Bee Count; Bioblitz)

 I have a personal interest in bumble bees

 I'm worried about bees and want to help save them

 To share the uncommon or rare species I find

 Recreational learning/Family activity

 Other: 
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10. Do you have specialized training in bumble bees?
Mark only one oval.

 Yes

 No

 Other: 

11. 
Do you have any other wildlife identification skills? Please select the response
that applies to you and include any additional information under "Other".
Check all that apply.

 Yes - many

 Yes - some

 No - just bumble bees

 No - none

 Other: 

12. 
Are you a member of any naturalist or wildlife based organisation or club? Please
select all that apply and include any additional information under "Other".
Check all that apply.

 Yes, active

 Yes, past

 No

 Other: 

Bumble Bee Watch - User Demographics
General demographic questions for Bumble Bee Watch users. 

13. 
What is your age? *
Mark only one oval.

 Under 12

 12 - 17

 18 - 24

 25 - 34

 35 - 44

 45 - 54

 55 - 64

 65 - 74

 75 +
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14. Where do you live? (Province/State/Territory). Please select one from the drop-
down list. *
Mark only one oval.

 Alabama

 Alaska

 Alberta

 American Samoa

 Arizona

 Arkansas

 British Columbia

 California

 Colorado

 Connecticut

 Delware

 District of Columbia

 Florida

 Georgia

 Guam

 Hawaii

 Idaho

 Illinois

 Indiana

 Iowa

 Kansas

 Kentucky

 Louisiana

 Maine

 Manitoba

 Maryland

 Massachusetts

 Michigan

 Minnesota

 Mississippi

 Missouri

 Montana

 Nebraska

 Nevada
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 New Brunswick

 New Hampshire

 New Jersey

 New Mexico

 New York

 Newfoundland and Labrador

 North Carolina

 North Dakota

 Northern Mariana Islands

 Northwest Territories

 Nova Scotia

 Nunavut

 Ohio

 Oklahoma

 Ontario

 Oregon

 Pennsylvania

 Prince Edward Island

 Puerto Rico

 Rhode Island

 Quebec

 Saskatchewan

 South Carolina

 South Dakota

 Tennessee

 Texas

 U.S. Virgin Islands

 Utah

 Vermont

 Virginia

 Washington

 West Virginia

 Wisconsin

 Wyoming

 Yukon
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15. Which of the following best describes the area in which you live? *
Mark only one oval.

 Urban

 Suburban

 Rural

16. 
What is your level of education? *
Mark only one oval.

 Some high school

 High school diploma or equivalency

 Some college/university

 College graduate

 Undergraduate degree

 Master's degree

 Professional degree

 PhD

 Post-doctoral training

 Trade, technical, or vocational training

 Other: 

Bumble Bee Watch - User Feedback
Tell us what you think!

17. 
What can we improve for users of Bumble Bee Watch?
 

 

 

 

 

18. 
What do you like about using Bumble Bee Watch?
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Species Identification Difficulty (from photo)
Please only answer the question for your biogeographic region (East/West). 
   
Species are to be ranked from 1 to 5, where 1 is considered easy to identify and 5 is 
considered difficult to identify from a photograph. 
   
Easy - you are able to spot one or two characteristics that allow you to quickly identify the 
species without consulting any reference materials. 
Medium - you spend time looking for key characteristics to help you identify the species, and 
may or may not consult reference materials.  
Difficult - you spend a considerable amount of time searching for key characteristics and 
consult reference materials to help identify the species.
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19. EASTERN REGION ONLY. (For the Western region, please skip to the following
question). Please identify the level of difficulty in identifying the following
species from a photograph; 1 is easy and 5 is difficult.
Mark only one oval per row.

1 -
Easy

2 -
Somewhat

Easy

3 -
Medium

4 - Somewhat
Difficult

5 -
Difficult

6 -
N/A

Rusty-patched
Bumble Bee (affinis)
Black and Gold
Bumble Bee
(auricomus)
Two-spotted Bumble
Bee (bimaculatus)
Gypsy Cuckoo
Bumble Bee
(bohemicus)
Northern Amber
Bumble Bee (borealis)
Lemon Cuckoo
Bumble Bee (citrinus)
Yellow Bumble Bee
(fervidus)
Fernald Cuckoo
Bumble Bee (flavidus)
Southern Plains
Bumble Bee
(fraternus)
Frigid Bumble Bee
(frigidus)
Brown-belted Bumble
Bee (griseocollis)
Common Eastern
Bumble Bee
(impatiens)
Indiscriminate Cuckoo
Bumble Bee
(insularis)
High Country Bumble
Bee (kirbiellus)
Morrison Bumble Bee
(morrisoni)
Nevada Bumble Bee
(nevadensis)
American Bumble Bee
(pensylvanicus)
Confusing Bumble
Bee (perplexus)
Red-belted Bumble
Bee (rufocinctus)
Sanderson Bumble
Bee (sandersoni)
Tri-coloured Bumble
Bee (ternarius)
Yellow-banded
Bumble Bee (terricola)
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1 -
Easy

2 -
Somewhat

Easy

3 -
Medium

4 - Somewhat
Difficult

5 -
Difficult

6 -
N/A

Half-black Bumble
Bee (vagans)
Variable Cuckoo
Bumble Bee
(variabilis)
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20. WESTERN REGION ONLY. (For the Eastern region, please return to the previous
question). Please identify the level of difficulty in identifying the following
species from a photograph; 1 is easy and 5 is difficult.
Mark only one oval per row.

1 -
Easiest

2 -
Easy

3 -
Medium

4 -
Difficult

5 - Most
Difficult

6 -
N/A

White-shouldered
Bumble Bee (appositus)
Black and Gold Bumble
Bee (auricomus)
Gypsy Cuckoo Bumble
Bee (bohemicus)
Two Form Bumble Bee
(bifarius)
Northern Amber Bumble
Bee (borealis)
Obscure Bumble Bee
(caliginosus)
Central Bumble Bee
(centralis)
Lemon Cuckoo Bumble
Bee (citrinus)
Crotch Bumble Bee
(crotchii)
Cryptic Bumble Bee
(cryptarum)
Yellow Bumble Bee
(fervidus)
Yellow-headed Bumble
Bee (flavifrons)
Franklin Bumble Bee
(franklini)
Southern Plains Bumble
Bee (fraternus)
Frigid Bumble Bee
(frigidus)
Brown-belted Bumble
Bee (griseocollis)
Common Eastern Bumble
Bee (impatiens)
Indiscriminate Cuckoo
Bumble Bee (insularis)
White-tailed Bumbled
Bee (jonellus)
Black-tailed Bumble Bee
(melanopygus)
Fuzzy-horned Bumble
Bee (mixtus)
Morrison Bumble Bee
(morrisoni)
Nevada Bumble Bee
(nevadensis)
Western Bumble Bee
(occidentalis)
American Bumble Bee
(pensylvanicus)
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1 -
Easiest

2 -
Easy

3 -
Medium

4 -
Difficult

5 - Most
Difficult

6 -
N/A

Confusing Bumble Bee
(perplexus)
Red-belted Bumble Bee
(rufocinctus)
Sanderson Bumble Bee
(sandersoni)
Suckley Cuckoo Bumble
Bee (suckleyi)
Forest Bumble Bee
(sylvicola)
Tri-coloured Bumble Bee
(ternarius)
Half-black Bumble Bee
(vagans)
Van Dyke Bumble Bee
(vandykei)
Vosnesensky Bumble
Bee (vosnesenski)

Final Thoughts

21. 
Please feel free to leave any additional comments about this survey or about
Bumble Bee Watch in general.
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you!
Thanks very much for taking the time to participate in the Bumble Bee Watch User Survey!
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