
To determine important sites for each species, we identified the ten sites in the Caribbean with the highest counts 
of each species within each of three seasons. We defined seasons as Fall (August-November), Winter (December-
February), and Spring (March-May), to coincide with primarily migratory and non-migratory time periods. We excluded 
summer months because migrants were largely absent. However, we did scan the summer months and included 
high counts in July as occurring in the Fall as such an occurrence would coincide with the biology of migration, 
rather than relying on the artificiality of the calendar; this resulted in one exception, a group of 2350 Lesser 
Yellowlegs observed on 31 July 2017. In cases where a single large site is comprised of a complex of wetlands 
that cannot be surveyed in a single visit, counts at unique sites across a three-day period were aggregated to derive 
the high count for that site (Sorenson & Gerbracht, 2014); the only site where this applied was Monte Cristi, 
Dominican Republic. However, there is always the chance that birds move between unique sites at wetland 
complexes; therefore, all counts from unique sites for multi-day data are provided in Data S1 and both the 
aggregated high count and the single highest count of all unique sites are reported when assessing population 
thresholds. High-counts of a single individual were excluded. Sites did not repeat within the same season for the 
same year. That is, if the same wetland had the top 3 (for example) highest counts of a species, but all occurred in 
the Fall of 2010, we included the site only once on our list with the highest count of the three. If that same wetland 
had 3 of the highest counts but each in a different year, we included the site three times. In the event that there was 
a tie in abundance for the 10th place, we included all sites until the tie ceased. In addition, for each high count, we 
noted whether the checklist had an associated protocol type (i.e., CWC, ISS). Finally, we determined the current IBA 
status of sites where high counts were recorded by comparing the coordinates of those sites as entered on eBird 
with a shapefile of IBAs available from BirdLife International (datazone.birdlife.org/site/requestgis).  
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