1. The rationale for conducting the meta-analysis. 
2. The contribution that the meta-analysis makes to knowledge in light of previously published related reports, including other meta-analyses and systematic reviews.

Coronary artery disease (CAD) is a prevalent condition among elderly individuals in China, and new biomarkers that are more sensitive and accurate for early diagnosis of CAD are needed(Keffer 1996; Lobbes et al. 2010). Recently, reports have indicated that low CTRP9 levels can serve as an independent risk factor for CAD(Li et al. 2013). In addition, conflicting results regarding the association between circulating levels of CTRP9 and CAD have also emerged. Therefore, our team had the idea of investigating the association between circulating levels of CTRP9 and CAD.

This study fills the gap in literature by performing meta-analysis on association between circulating CTRP9 levels and CAD. Detailed subgroup analyses of (1) the main characteristics of articles; (2) complications; (3) relevant clinical biochemical indicators; (4) coronary artery lesion; (5) classification of CAD were carried out to illustrate the high heterogeneity. The outcomes confirm the relationship between CTRP9 levels and CAD, which aligned with existing fundamental research, and may contribute to the formation of new CAD biomarker.
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