Table S1 Conventional biochemical tests performed on bacterial isolates

	
	Bacterial isolates

	Test
	Azospirillum spp. C5
	Azotobacter spp. C55
	Azospirillum spp. A10
	Azospirillum spp. A11
	Azospirillum spp. A4
	Rhizobium radiobacter. C11
	Enterobacter cloacae. C17
	Azospirillum spp. A5
	Azospirillum spp. A3

	Gram stain
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Capsule
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	-
	+
	-

	Motility
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	+
	-
	+

	Growth in NaCl 2%
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-
	-

	Growth in NaCl 3%
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-
	-

	Growth in NaCl 5%
	+
	+
	-
	+
	-
	+
	+
	-
	-

	Hemolysis on blood agar
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Catalase
	-
	-
	+
	+
	+
	+
	-
	-
	+

	Protease
	-
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Indole
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Nitrate
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	+

	Urease
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	+

	Mannitol salt
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	+

	Citrate
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	+
	-
	-

	Starch
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+
	-

	Sucrose
	+
	+
	-
	-
	-
	+
	+
	-
	+

	Dextrose
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+

	Maltose
	+
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Lactose
	+
	+
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	+

	Mannitol
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+
	+


Notes:
+: Presence of bacterial growth or positive test reaction
-: Absence of bacterial growth or negative reaction to the test
