Table S1 Initial mean size (± Standard deviation (SD)) of A. palmata fragments in the fore and back zones on the crests at Playa Baracoa (PB), Rincón de Guanabo (RG), El Peruano (Pr) and Mariflores (Mr). The p-value ≤ 0.05 indicates significant differences between crest zones.
	Site
	Zone
	Width (cm) (mean ± SD)
	Height (cm) (mean ± SD)

	PB
	Fore
	3.2 ±1.1
	3.9 ± 1

	
	Back
	3.1 ± 0.9
	3.7 ± 1.3

	p-value
	
	T = -0.1 df = 40.5, p = 0.9
	T = 0.8, df = 38.1, p = 0.4

	RG
	Fore
	2.6 ± 0.8
	3.4 ± 0.9

	
	Back
	2.7 ± 0.7
	3.1 ± 1

	p-value
	
	T = -0.1, df = 31.9, p = 0.9
	t = 0. 8, df = 28.5, p = 0.4

	Pr
	Fore
	2.7 ± 0.8
	2.9 ± 1

	
	Back
	2.9 ± 0.8
	2.8 ± 0.7

	p-value
	
	t = 0.6, df = 35.9,   p = 0.5
	t = -0.09, df = 31.5, p = 0.9

	Mf
	Fore
	2.3 ± 0.5
	2.4 ± 0.9

	
	Back
	1.9 ± 0.4
	2.4 ± 0.6

	p-value
	
	T = -3.2, df = 41.4, p = 0.003
	W = 262.5, p = 0.9
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